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Impact of Environmental and Cultural Diversity on Child Development

 Introduction

Child development is basically a dynamic, as well as, interactive process. Each child is distinct in the manner in which they interact with the world. What children receive or invoke from others together with the environment, shape the manner in which they think, as well as, behave.  Children growing up within diverse cultures receive certain inputs from their respective environments. In that regard, there are a wide range of cultural differences within children’s beliefs together with behavior. Language is part of the diverse ways through which child development is affected by culture.  Research indicates that languages forge the way individuals think and reason. In addition, the content, along with the focus of what individuals talk about within their conversation, varies across cultures (Walker et al., 2007).  From the early infancy years, mothers from diverse cultures converse with their babies differently.  For instance, it has been established that German mothers mostly tend to direct focus on the needs and wishes of their infants. On the other hand, African mothers focus much on the social context of their children.  This can encompass the children’s interactions with others and the diverse rules surrounding it. 
Literature Review 


There are significant individual differences within the early dispositional characteristics of children, like the manner in which they respond to stressful situations together with their capability of regulating behavioral, as well as, affecting reactions.  Such untimely characteristics function as the foundation for the socio-economic progress within the early days, as well as adolescence. Previous research indicates that early dispositional characteristics, as well as, socio-emotional performance typically have widespread along with extended effect not only on social but also social along with psychological adjustment (Hoff, 2006).  For instance, within Western societies, optimistic emotionality, together with friendliness, happens to be prognostic of psychological well-being, school achievement, and peer acceptance. On the contrary, defiance, together with aggression, is linked to the later peer rejection. Additionally, social anxiety, as well as, behavioral inhibition within infancy, as well as, early children has the potential of contributing to difficulties within peer relations together with adjustment matters of an internalizing nature like loneliness together with depression.      

Socio-emotional development has the likelihood of being affected through cultural contexts. Researchers, together with developmental theorists, also have long acknowledged the broad role of culture within the social growth of children within the early years. Culture can constrain or encourage the exhibition of certain socio-emotional performance aspects throughout suppression or facilitation processes.  On top of that, cultural norms, as well as, values may offer guidance for the evaluation and interpretation of the social behaviors, thereby impart importance to the diverse behaviors. The aforementioned influences have actually been offered support via findings from numerous studies within the precedent decades (Halberstad & Lozada, 2011). 

Research Methodology / Context     

In the course of the past two decades, an increased interest has developed within the exploration of the socio-emotional functioning of children within various regions around the globe, specifically Europe, South America, and Asia. Several studies have been carried out within different societies through the use of both qualitative (for example, observation, interviewing, and ethnographic), as well as quantitative (for instance, standardized questionnaires, large scale surveys) methods.  The main challenge within the cross-cultural study about socio-emotional functioning turns out to be the comprehension of its cultural meaning.
There are two strategies that can be used to achieve the aforementioned understanding, which are a) examination of the manner in which socio-emotional functioning is linked to social interactions together with relations, and (b) examination of the manner in which socio-emotional functioning gets to develop within culture (for instance, the type of developmental results that it leads to). The aforementioned policies can be utilized within both as in cultural, as well as, cross-cultural lessons. An evaluation on the social relations context, as well as, the socio-emotional performance development pattern from the within-cultural view happens to be the initial step toward comprehending its significance as well as the meaning and offers a vital and essential basis of cross –cross-cultural comparison of socio-emotional functioning of children (Evans, 2006).   
Recent Research Results 

 
Children crossways the diverse culture can display alike or varying socio-emotional distinctiveness within early on childhood. Even though comparison emerges within all-encompassing aspects, the unique socio-emotional performance patterns have been established within cross-cultural studies onto children within various societies. Also, for instance, Korean and Chinese toddlers showed vigilant, higher fearful, as well as anxious reactions as compared to Canadian, Italian, even Australian toddlers within novel stressful situations (Bradley & Corwyn, 2002). Children of Chinese background also illustrated more committed, as well as self-regulation or else internalized control, on compliance together with delay tasks as compared to North American children within the early years. Likewise, Cameroonian Nso toddlers portrayed more regulated behaviors as compared to Costa Rican toddlers that, in turn, tuned out to be more regulated as compared to Greek toddlers, as observed from their adherence to maternal requests, as well as, prohibitions.      

Cross-cultural differentiation does not only exist within the whole cultural engagement as they are also evident with the social interaction quality. A specific type of peer interaction that differs across cultures happens to be a socio-dramatic motion with children’s play. The Western children seem to engage within new socio-dramatic habits as compared to children within much other, specifically group-oriented culture. According to Farver, Kim, and Lee (1995) established that Korean American kids attending preschool, portrayed less social, as well as, pretend act as compared to Anglo-American children. 
In addition, once Korean children get engaged with pretend play, it comprised of mainly day today, as well as, family responsibility activities together with less unbelievable themes (for example, actions connected to fairy tale characters which are not in existence). On the other hand, Gosso, Morais, and Otta (2007) established that rural kids within Brazil portrayed fewer socio-dramatic or imaginary behaviors as compared to urban children.  Moreover, the socio-dramatic activities of the urban children involved more fantastic themes or else characters as compared to the ones of rural children.  Besides, the prevalent characters within the seashore children’s pretend play were domestic animals such as dogs as well as horses, that according to researchers, was because of the regular contact of the children with such animals within their daily life. 
It has also been found out that children within societies within which extended families reside together with conventional styles seem to portray more pro-social-cooperative behavior as compared to children within economically complex societies that have class structures, as well as, occupational division of labor. Early socialization of responsibility happens to be connected to the pro-social cooperative behavior development (Bradley & Corwyn, 2002). The cultures which value competitiveness together with the pursuit of individual goals tend to facilitate more coercive, as well as, aggressive behavior, as compared to cultures that put emphasis on group harmony.     
Conclusion 

Cross-cultural research has established that there is the involvement of diverse cultural factors within virtually every aspect of the socio-emotional functioning of children. It is a fact that cultural norms, as well as, values have the potential of affecting the display, as well as, the significance of the socio-emotional performance of children. The effect of the cultural circumstance within socio-emotional growth turns out to be likely to take place via parental socialization practices, as well as, during the later years, via peer relations. It is essential for expectations research to discover the procedures within which the cultural aspects get concerned within children’s social habits, as well as, emotions together with their growth. 
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